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Week Ending Friday, November 25, 1994 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of 
Israel and an Exchange With 
Reporters 


November 21, 1994 


Bosnia 


The President. I would like to make a 
brief comment and then give the Prime Min- 
ister a chance to make a comment. 

First of all, with regard to the NATO at- 
tack this morning on the airfield, it was a 
strong and entirely appropriate response. 
That airfield had been used to conduct air 
attacks against the Bihac region, and it was 
the right thing to do. The situation in Bihac 
remains quite serious. We'll just have to see 
how it next develops. But I strongly support 
the NATO action today. 


Middle East Peace Process 

With regard to the meeting that we have 
just had, let me say that it was, as always, 
a good meeting. We remain committed to 
achieving a comprehensive peace in the Mid- 
dle East. I have reaffirmed my support for 
the current aid level to Israel as well as for 
certain security assistance, including the 
Arrow missile program in the years ahead, 
so that we can continue to support the secu- 
rity conditions that, in my judgment, are the 
precondition for Israel being able to make 
a just peace with all her neighbors in the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Prime Minister, would you like to—— 

Prime Minister Rabin. In the last 2 years, 
the Middle East has seen dramatic change 
in the interrelationships between the Arab 
countries and the Arab peoples and Israel. 
As you remember, in September ’93, here 
on the lawns of the White House, we signed 
the Declaration of Principle between us and 
the PLO representing the Palestinians. We 
started to tackle the longest and the most 
complicated conflict in all the conflicts of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. Since then, we have im- 


plemented the first phase. There are prob- 
lems, but we are continuing this, the process 
of reconciliation and solving the Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict. 

President Clinton visited the area when we 
signed the peace treaty with Jordan, the sec- 
ond peace treaty ever to be signed between 
Israel and an Arab country and the first one 
after the convening of the Madrid peace con- 
ference. 

We are committed to continue the nego- 
tiating with the Palestinians, with Syria, and 
Lebanon, with the purpose to achieve com- 
prehensive peace. I’m sure that without the 
United States involvement, support, under 
the leadership of President Clinton to Sec- 
retary Christopher, it would be much more 
difficult, if at all, to achieve this progress in 
the peace process that we all witnessed and 
so many people did not believe that it would 
be possible to be done. 

Therefore, in our discussions, the Presi- 
dent said what has been agreed, and we'll 
continue to adhere to our responsibility to 
achieve comprehensive peace. There will be 
obstacles; there will be difficulties. But I be- 
lieve, with the support, involvement of the 
United States, we will achieve comprehen- 
sive peace. 

Q. Do you have any possibility of Syria 
in 95, of a peace agreement, Mr. Prime Min- 
ister? 

Prime Minister Rabin. In accordance to 
the Bible, all the prophets came from the 
Middle East. I would not advise anyone to 
become a prophet what will happen in the 
Middle East today. We will try our best. 


Senator Jesse Helms 


Q. Mr. President, do you think that Jesse 
Helms owes you an apology? 

The President. Tomorrow I’m going to 
have a more extensive opportunity to meet 
with the press; I'll be glad to answer all those 
questions. I'd rather just answer questions 
today on these two matters we've discussed. 
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Bosnia 


Q. is NATO on crisis? Are the Euro- 
pean allies and the Americans pulling in op- 
posite directions? Do you intend to assert 
your leadership to try to get the allies to be 
more in accord with the American policy on 
using NATO force? Despite today’s attack, 
Europeans have refused to enforce exclusion 
zones. 

The President. Well, let me say that you 
know what our position has been all along, 
and I think today’s action is a good step in 
the right direction. We are moving forward. 
I will have a chance to meet with many of 
our allies in Budapest in the next few days, 
and we'll continue to work on it. But this 
was a step in the right direction. 


Senator Jesse Helms 


Q. Are you talking to Helms about the Is- 
raeli aid and Arab aid, and are you talking 
also about NATO? 

The President. We're having extensive 
consultations and will continue to with the 
congressional leadership. But as I said, I'd 
and 


rather talk about these matters today, 
I'll answer some other questions tomorrow. 
Q. Mr. President, on these matters 
Q. Senator Helms’ office says 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. to the Middle East leaders like the 
Prime Minister when the incoming head of 
the Foreign Relations Committee calls this 
process a fraud? 

The President. | don’t think—well, the 
Prime Minister has already said the process 
is not a fraud; it’s been quite successful. It’s 
been the most successful process since Israel 
became a nation. And we'll just keep working 
at it to try to make it work better. 

Q. Can you clarify your position on the 
constitutional amendment 

Q. Senator Helms also opposes troops on 
the Golan Heights 

The President. | think it’s—on the Golan 
issue, let me say, generally, we shouldn't get 
in the way of the parties making peace them- 
selves. And I don’t think I should say or do 
anything on that that would undermine the 
possibility of the parties reaching a peace. 
I think that ought to be the position that all 
Americans take. Now, the Prime Minister 
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can comment on this better than I, but you 
know there have been American troops in 
the Sinai for quite a long time without inci- 
dent. And I don’t think any American would 
begrudge the investment we’ve made in the 
historic peace that grew out of Camp David. 

Prime Minister Rabin. Do you know that 
there are today a thousand Americans, about 
a thousand Americans, that served for 1544 
years in the Sinai as part of the multinational 
force in which there are participation of mili- 
tary civilians from Austria, New Zealand, Co- 
lombia, Canada, and this force is in existence 
since we signed the peace treaty with Egypt, 
on the demand of Israel? 

All of the Americans there, as the others— 
and there is one fighting infantry battalion, 
American uniformed soldiers, in the Sinai. 
Their role is not to defend Israel. Their role 
is to monitor the military annex of the peace 
treaty, the peace treaty between Egypt and 
Israel. And it serves effectively. No American 
was hurt there by any terror activities, be- 
cause it is an area controlled by the Egyptian 
armed forces. We work in cooperation. We 
have all the machinery of cooperation. 

No doubt, on the Golan Heights, for 19 
years, we had no one act of terror toward 
the lines between Syria and Israel. The Golan 
Heights today is the safest from terror be- 
cause the Syrians keep their commitment 
under the disengagement agreement of 1974. 

Q. Mr. President, the Prime Minister is 
describing a monitoring force. Is that how 
you anticipate Americans being used, as 
monitors, or is it—which is something en- 
tirely different? 

The President. First of all, there has been 
no discussion—he described to you what 
came out of Camp David. There has been 
no discussion among the parties of a role for 
American forces yet. That would—let'’s let 
the people who have to make this agreement 
make it. And then, if we’re asked by the par- 
ties themselves to become involved at some 
point in the future, I will come to the Amer- 
ican people, I will come to the Congress, and 
I will make the case at that time based on 
an agreement that they would reach. There 
has been no agreement of any kind about 
this. We're jumping the gun here on this part 
of it. 
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Senator Jesse Helms 

Q. Are you going to see Helms yourself, 
Mr. Prime Minister? Are you going to see 
Mr. Helms, Senator Helms? 

The Prime Minister. He’s not in town. 


[At this point, one group of reporters left the 
room, and another group entered. | 


Aid to Israel 


Q. Mr. President, with a new Republican 
Congress, what will happen to the foreign 
aid and to the American troops in the Golan 
Heights? 

The President. Well, first of all, with re- 
gard to the foreign aid, I have just pledged 
to the Prime Minister that I will support next 
year continuing the aid to Israel at its present 
level, in addition to some new security initia- 
tives with regard to the Arrow missiles, 
supercomputers, and a couple of other 
are going to have a very robust 
security relationship with Israel, and I be- 
aid levels will be maintained. We 
have enjoyed in this country, historically, a 
bipartisan level of support for Israel. 

Now, with regard to the Golan, I can only 
tell you that we in the United States must 
await an agreement of peace between Israel 
and Syria. If a peace agreement is reached 
regarding the Golan in which we were asked 
to participate, that is something 
that I would consider. 


things. So we 


lieve the 


obviously 


We have been in the Sinai, as a result of 


the agreement between Egypt and Israel, for 
quite a long time now without incident. I am 
very proud of the role the United States has 
been asked to play there as a monitor, not 
ender of Israel’s security but as a 

But that has not been discussed 
now; we are a good ways from that. And that 
is something for Israel and for Syria to re- 
solve between themselves before the United 
States can be involved in that. 


as a def 
monitor. 


Aid to Palestinians 


Q. Mr. President, can you shape foreign 
policy with Jesse Helms in Congress, and can 
you speed up foreign aid to Arafat, who 
seems to be on the brink of civil war? 

The President. 1 do think we should 
speed it up. There will be a meeting next 
week, a donors’ meeting in Brussels, and 
we re a to try to move about $125 million 
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out in a hurry. I do believe that the donors 
must work to get the assistance out quickly 
to enable the people in the areas to receive 
and to feel some benefits of the peace. I 
think that’s critically important. 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Mr. President, do you see any chance 
of resuming the talks here in Washington be- 
tween Israel and Syria in full scale of delega- 
tions and military 

The President. | have no comment about 
that except to tell you that we will continue 
to do everything we can to reach a peace 
agreement and to facilitate the peace be- 
tween the parties. 

Q. Mr. President, in view of the Repub- 
lican victory in the election to the Congress, 
do you intend to change the foreign policy 
of the United States vis-a-vis the Middle 
East, or do you feel that this policy enjoys 
a bipartisan support in the American Con- 
gress or in the American public? 

The President. No, I have no intention 


of changing it; it’s working. My policy in the 


Middle East is to support the peace process, 
to support a comprehensive peace, to stand 
behind Israel in its security, to increase the 
feeling that peace is possible, and then to 
make the benefits of peace apparent to all 
the parties who sign on to it. So that policy 
has worked very well for 2 years, and I intend 
to continue it. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you think of 
what happened in the Gaza Strip in the last 
few days? 

The President. Well, I think we have to 
work hard to stand up against terror and to 
try to bring the benefits of peace to the peo- 
ple who support the peace. And that is a dif- 
ficult situation; we know that it is. But our 
policy will remain clear and steadfast there. 
We'll continue to support the peace process. 

Q. Don’t you think that the way that Presi- 
dent Asad treated you, it was an insult from 
your point of view? 

The President. 1 wouldn't characterize it 
in that way. I would say that if you look at 
the way my press conference and my com- 
ments about terrorism were played in the 
Syrian media, I don’t think you can say it 
in that way. I do think that we have to keep 
working to build more trust and confidence 
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between the two countries. And I have urged 
President Asad to do that, to do whatever 
can be done to reach out to the people as 
well as to the Government of Israel to make 
it clear that Syria does genuinely wish a 
peace. 

I am convinced that the President of Syria 
wants to make peace with Israel, but I think 
that my opinion is not nearly as important 
as not only the opinion of the leaders of Israel 
but the people of Israel. Israel is a very great 
democracy, and the people need to feel in 
their bones that peace and security are both 
possible. And I am going to keep working 
to that end. 

Q. Mr. President, yesterday the Palestin- 
ian Minister said that unless sponsors speed- 
ed up aid to the territories very soon it might 
be too late. Do you share that bleak assess- 
ment, and what role do you think the vio- 
lence in Gaza—I’m sorry—what do you think 
the connection was between the violence in 
Gaza and the fact that the economic situation 
is hurting? 

The President. I don’t think you can draw 
a direct connection, but I do believe that 
when you bring peace to a place, you need 
to work hard to make sure that the benefits 
of peace become apparent to people who are 
the targets of the enemies of peace. And the 
poor in Gaza are clearly the targets of the 
enemies of peace. So we have to work harder 
and more aggressively, all of us who support 
the peace process, to try to make the benefits 
more apparent. 

We all knew that this would be difficult. 
The Prime Minister knew it would be dif- 
ficult. There had never been, in effect, a na- 
tional Palestinian Government there, if you 
will. There are difficulties. But I think the 
responsibility is on all of us who wis to see 
benefits of peace to keep pushing it. That’s 
what the donors conference is about. And 
I think there is a sense of urgency among 
those who understand that the money, the 
investment need to go out. 


Discussions With Prime Minister Rabin 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, what did you 
achieve in your meeting today with President 
Clinton? 
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Prime Minister Rabin. I'll say a few 
words in English, and with your permission, 
President, I will pass to Hebrew. 

First, I thanked the President for his in- 
volvement in sending the Secretary of State 
to the region, because in the last 2 years, 
we have achieved, to my humble opinion, 
dramatic changes in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

We started to tackle the longest, the most 
complicated complex of conflict, the Israeli- 
Palestinians. I knew that there would be ups 
and downs, there would be enemies of the 
achievement of a solution to the Israeli-Pal- 
estinian problem. But I believe that regard- 
less to what happened in Gaza, we are on 
the right track. 

We signed the peace treaty with Jordan, 
the country that has got the longest border 
with Israel, and it goes mostly the implemen- 
tation of the peace treaty. We are still in 
process, not easy ones, with negotiations with 
Syria and Lebanon. This all happened in the 
last less than 2 years. 

I told the President that I, the Govern- 
ment of Israel, the people of Israel, thank 
him for his guidance, for his involvement, for 
his readiness, as he once wrote to me, and 
has kept his commitment that when Israel 
takes risks for peace, the United States would 
try its best to minimize these risks. 

And the support that we got from the 
President, from the administration, the Sec- 
retary of State, and what you were told by 
the President that for the next fiscal year the 
President will keep the same level of assist- 
ance to Israel, will recommend to the Con- 
gress to keep the same level, with the addi- 
tions that the President mentioned, all this 
means backing Israel in its effort and assist- 
ing wherever it is needed, wherever it is pos- 
sible by the United States to advance towards 
comprehensive peace. There are problems, 
but I’m proud of what has been achieved to- 
wards peace in the last 2 years. 

And now I shall be brief, with your permis- 
sion. 


[At this point, Prime Minister Rabin spoke 
in Hebrew, and a translation was not pro- 


vided. | 


Islamic Extremists 


Q. Mr. President, one more question. The 
Prime Minister mentioned the danger of the 
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Islamic extremists. Do you intend, as the 
President of the most powerful country, to 
build a coalition against the Islamic extrem- 
ists and the danger? 

The President. First, 
agree that it’s a danger, and we are monitor- 
ing it very closely. We keep up with it, and 
we're going to do whatever is appropriate. 


let me say that I 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. A reporter re- 
ferred to Palestinian spokesman Nabil Shaath. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks. 


Message on the Observance of 
Hanukkah, 1994 


November 21, 1994 


Warm greetings to all who are celebrating 
Hanukkah. 

Arriving this year in advance of winter, the 
Festival of Lights casts a warm glow that can 
see us through the cold months ahead. Ha- 
nukkah fills our hearts with the story of a 
people’s deep and enduring faith. Families 
around the world tell of a faith that guided 
the Maccabees to victory and that preserved 
a day’s worth of oil for eight days. By the 
rich light of the menorah, people eve »rywhere 
celebrate a faith that has sustained the Jewish 
people for millennia. 

Today, this same powerful belief that light 
may prevail over darkness continues to illu- 
minate a path toward a brighter future. We 
have seen Israel join hands with its old adver- 
saries, brought together by the desire to give 
all children a world finally free from violence. 

The partnerships taking root in the Middle 
East have not come easily, and the challenges 
that remain are great. This year, let the me- 
norah lights shine as a harbinger of a day 
filled with light—light of a land graced with 
prosperity, of nations blessed by peace. Let 
us look forward to a time when the whole 
world is united in believing that tomorrow 
can be better if we have the faith to make 
it so. 

Hillary and I extend best wishes to all for 
a joyous Hanukkah and a wonderful holiday 
season. 


William J. Clinton 
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NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on November 21. 


President 
kraine 


Remarks Welcomin 
Leonid Kuchma of 


November 22, 1994 


Mr. President, Mrs. Kuchma, members of 
the Ukrainian delegation, representatives of 
the Ukrainian-American community, distin- 
guished guests: It is indeed an honor to wel- 
come to Washington the leader of one of the 
world’s youngest democracies and oldest na- 
tions. To have you here with us today, Mr. 
President, is to be reminded that we live in 
an era of wonders, a time when people’s 
long-denied hope or having age-old dreams 
fulfilled, a time when the unstoppable power 
of men and women who wish to be free has 
been demonstrated anew. 

The rebirth of Ukraine as an independent 
state after centuries of rule by others is one 
of the most inspiring developments of our 
time. For ages Ukraine was divided by com- 
peting empires, then subjugated to Tsars and 
commissars. 

Despite efforts to create an independent 
Ukraine, dictators, terrible famines, and re- 
lentless oppression all combined to deny your 
people the right to shape their fate. Despite 
these ordeals, the Ukrainian people have en- 
dured, preserving hope and their identity and 
contributing greatly to the glories of Euro- 
pean civilization. Now, finally, Ukraine has 
reclaimed its independence and its place as 
a pivotal state in the new Europe. 

We congratulate you, Mr. President, and 
all Ukrainians on your remarkable achieve- 
ments in the almost 3 years since regaining 
your freedom. You held a historic referen- 
dum and began the hard work of reform and 
building democratic institutions. Above all, 

Ukrainians are weathering the immense dif- 
ficulties of political and economic transition. 
In the face of continuous hardship, you have 
shown patience, bravery, and the ability to 
overcome all obstacles, an ability your young 
athletes like Oksana Baul showed so spec- 
tacularly in the Olympic competition. 

We honor you, Mr. President, in our Na- 
tion’s Capital as the man who is leading a 
Ukrainian renaissance. Your boldness in the 
face of daunting problems reminds us of one 
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of our greatest leaders, Franklin Roosevelt, 
who provided leadership in a time of great 
hardship in the United States. Like him, you 
inherited a nation in the throes of economic 
depression. And like him, you have lighted 
the darkness and created hope. 

You have blazed a path ahead on the two 
most critical issues for the future: economic 
reform and nuclear weapons. Thanks to your 
leadership, Ukraine is making the hard 
choices that will ensure the prosperity 
Ukrainians deserve. 

And thanks to your vision and that of the 
Ukrainian Parliament, you are removing the 
threat of nuclear weapons and laying the 
groundwork for an era of peace with your 
neighbors. I salute the courage you have 
shown. America will stand with you to sup- 
port your independence, your territorial in- 
tegrity, and your reforms. We are bound to- 
gether by a dedication to peace and a devo- 
tion to freedom. 

The flame of that commitment to freedom 
was kept burning during the cold war by 
nearly a million Ukrainian-Americans, some 
of whom are with us here today, who never 
forgot Ukraine and who are today contribut- 
ing to its reawakening. Now that your country 
is again free, all Americans are determined 
that the flame of Ukrainian freedom will 
burn ever brighter. We will stand with you. 

Seventy-seven years ago today, Mr. Presi- 
dent, on ‘November 22, 1917, another gen- 
eration of Ukrainian leaders declared the 
independence of Ukraine. It was a tragedy 
that civil war and bolshevism doomed that 
new state while it was still in its infancy. 

Today we are pleased and honored to wel- 
come you, the leader of a Ukraine that is 
conquering the challenges of independence, 
poised to fulfill its hopes, a nation that will 
grow into one of the great nations of Europe. 
And we say, Vitayemo. Welcome. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 
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The President’s News Conference 
With President Kuchma of Ukraine 


November 22, 1994 


President Clinton. Good afternoon. 
President Kuchma and I had an excellent set 
of meetings today, and I have very much en- 
joyed getting to know him. The work we have 
done follows on the successful meetings in 
Kiev between President Kuchma and Vice 
President Gore. It has strengthened the 
friendship between our two nations that was 
already on a very firm basis. 

Since his election just 5 months ago, Presi- 
dent Kuchma has bravely and squarely con- 
fronted the two greatest challenges facing 
Ukraine: economic reform and the nuclear 
question. He has taken hard, practical steps, 
required to secure a more peaceful and pros- 
perous future for his people. I applaud his 
leadership and the leadership of the Ukrain- 
ian Parliament in acceding last week to the 
Nonproliferation Treaty. 

Ukraine’s move is a major step toward en- 
suring that nuclear missiles never again will 
be targeted at the children of our nations. 
I told President Kuchma that the United 
States will continue to work with Ukraine to 
dismantle completely its nuclear arsenal. 
Three hundred and fifty million dollars of 
our total $900-million, 2-year aid package is 
targeted toward that goal, and there could 
be no better use of the funds. 

In addition, Ukraine’s decision will permit 
the United States, Russia, and the United 
Kingdom to extend formal security assur- 
ances to Ukraine. It will allow the START 
I Treaty to be brought into force, enabling 
the process of nuclear weapons reductions 
to move forward. It will permit us to 
strengthen our military relations with 
Ukraine. It will open up Ukraine to a new 
range of business and technological opportu- 
nities. In addition, we pledge to help defray 
some of the costs for participation by Ukraine 
in the Partnership For Peace. 

On economic issues, the President and I 
discussed the far-reaching reforms he has ini- 
tiated. These reforms put Ukraine on the 
right path toward a future of increasing pros- 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 


perity and economic integration with the 
Western market economies. 

At this moment in our history, we have 
an extraordinz ary opportunity to improv e the 
lives of all of our people by working more 
closely together and trading together more. 
Ukraine’s reform program can speed this de- 
velopment, and I have pledged to support 
it to the fullest of our ability to do so. In 
1994 and 95, our economic 
$550 million, including balance-of-payment 
support, will be speedily delivered to help 
to stabilize the economy. Our new U.S.- 
Ukraine enterprise fund will soon start mak- 
ing loans to new small businesses. We'll con- 
tinue our work together in aerospace and 
high tech. 

As Ukraine’s economy continues to im- 
prove, the opportunities for both our coun- 
tries will multiply. The IMF and the World 
Bank are also working hard to make sure 
these reforms bear fruit, and Russia and 
Turkmenistan have given badly needed help. 
I'll continue to press our G—7 partners, espe- 
cially the European Union and Japan, to do 
more to contribute to this effort. 

President Kuchma and I discussed other 
issues, including the nuclear power complex 
at Chernobyl. The G-7 nations and Ukraine 
have a common interest in agreeing on a plan 
to improve the safety and the efficiency in 
the Ukrainian energy sector and in closing 
down the C hernobyl pl: ants. 

We've worked hard today. And the agree- 
ments we've reached promise to help deliver 
concrete results: increased security, in- 
creased prosperity for Ukrainians and Ameri- 
cans. Our relations continue to grow stronger 
as they have since Ukrainian independence 
just 3 years ago. Our friendship will grow be- 
cause our future 2s are intertwined. 

I'd now like to turn the microphone over 
to President Kuchma for his remarks, and 
then we'll answer your questions, beginning 
with an American journalist, alternating with 
Ukrainian journalists. 

Mr. President. 

President Kuchma. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen. 
President Clinton and I have just signed very 
important documents, the Charter of Ukrain- 
ian-American Partnership, Friendship, and 
Cooperation and also the Agreement on Co- 
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assistance of 
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operation on Space Research for Peaceful 
Purposes. We also signed several bilateral ac- 
cords on the ministerial level. 

Thus, by joint effort, both countries have 
made another concrete step toward solidify- 
ing the legal basis of relations between the 
United States and Ukraine and enriching the 
relationship of democratic partnership with 
practical content. 

The signing of these documents has be- 
come possible due to a constructive and pur- 
poseful effort of politicians, diplomats and 
experts in both countries. It is noteworthy 
that the charter signed today removed the 
last barriers which to an extent held back the 
development of Ukrainian-American rela- 
tions in a very first and extremely important 
stage of their formation. We can now say that 
we have not simply signed several bilateral 
documents but opened the way to a full- 
fledged cooperation in the political eco- 
nomic, humanitarian, and other areas in the 
interests of both nations. That was the main 
purpose of my state visit to the United States. 

The current Ukrainian-American summit, 
the talks we had today, which can be charac- 
terized with a spirit of a constructive, busi- 
nesslike and mutual interest in reaching prac- 
tical results. And I’m very thankful to the 
President of the United States, Bill Clinton, 
and Vice President Al Gore. Thus, we are 
the participants and witnesses of a process 
where our relations are being formed step 
by step and cooperation is being enriched, 
such a perspective, to our extent, in the de- 
velopment of relations and in the interest of 
both nations. 

Ahead of us lies practical work to realize 
the reached, signed accords. Without such 
implementation, we will not be able to move 
ahead to a stronger bilateral cooperation. I 
would like to assure you, Mr. President, that 
Ukraine will fulfill its pledges and is ready 
for a further active cooperation. 


Senator Jesse Helms 


Q. Mr. President, I'd like to ask you about 
some recent comments by Senator Jesse 
Helms. Last week he said that you weren't 
fit to be Commander In Chief, and then yes- 
terday he said that you better have a body- 
guard if you ever come to North Carolina. 
But I wonder—what’s your reaction to his 
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remarks and if you feel comfortable with him 
being chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee that’s going to oversee your for- 
eign policy? 

President Clinton. I think the remarks 
were unwise and inappropriate. The Presi- 
dent oversees the foreign policy of the Unit- 
ed States, and the Republicans will decide 
in whom they will repose their trust and con- 
fidence. That’s a decision for them to make, 
not for me. 


NATO Membership 


Q. President Clinton, first of all, for you 
a question. Will American policy change in 
Budapest in December towards expansion of 
NATO to the Eastern Europe? And would 
you mention Ukraine as a NATO member 
without Russia. And, President Kuchma, 
would you imagine Ukraine being a member 
of NATO, not now, but in a couple of years? 

President Clinton. First, let me say that 
I believe we will have discussions in Buda- 
pest about how we might go about expanding 
NATO but not about when and which par- 
ticular countries would be let in; I think that 
is premature. Secondly, as I have said all 
along, I am working hard for the prospect 
of an integrated Europe. I have encouraged 
it economically; 1 have encouraged it politi- 
cally; I have encouraged it in terms of secu- 
rity. Therefore, I would not say or do any- 
thing that would exclude the possibility of 
Ukrainian membership. That would be up to 
Ukraine, and it will be up to all of us, working 
together, to try to determine what is the best 
way to promote the security of what I hope 
and believe can be a united Europe, some- 
thing that has never before occurred, I might 
add, in the whole history of nation states on 
the European continent. We have an historic 
opportunity, and we ought to do everything 
we can to seize it. 

President Kuchma. | would like to make 
my comment. I would like to say that I do 
agree with President Clinton. The security 
on the European continent is a very impor- 
tant issue, and it shouldn’t be solved by the 
revolutionary way but rather by the evolu- 
tionary method. It is not important who en- 
ters where, but it is very important that we 
do not have a new Berlin Wall in Europe. 
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Republican Leaders 


Q. Mr. President, since the election re- 
turns, the Republicans have played hardball, 
and they have threatened legislative reprisals 
against your agenda and also have tried to 
force tradeoffs on GATT. What are you going 
to do about it? 

President Clinton. Well, first, let me an- 
swer the GATT question. I am encouraged 
by the progress that we have made in work- 
ing with Senator Dole on the substantive is- 
sues surrounding GATT. And I appreciate 
the very constructive attitude that has pre- 
vailed there. I disagree that there should be 
some deal cut regarding capital gains; I don’t 
think that’s the right thing to do. This is an 
important agreement on its own merits. Ev- 
eryone concedes it will lead to hundreds of 
thousands of jobs. 

In the wake of the election, let me say that 
one of the things that has been discovered 
again is something that I began talking about 
several years ago, long before I ever thought 
of running for President, and that is the de- 
clining wages of many of our working people. 
It’s not surprising that a lot of people aren’t 
a lot happier even when we add millions of 
jobs if all of the people who were working 
in the first place think they're never going 
to get a raise and don’t think their jobs are 
more secure. 

Many Americans think that trade causes 
that. That was one of the fights over NAFTA, 
if you'll remember. My argument is that we 
have an open trading system here, so we al- 
ready get whatever downside there is to 
trade. We know when we create jobs related 
to trade, they pay on average 13 percent 
higher than average jobs. So my argument 
for the GATT is that it will raise incomes 
of American workers. And I think that is our 
most urgent economic job, not just to create 
jobs and to keep low inflation and high in- 
vestment but also to pursue whatever strate- 
gies are available to us to raise incomes. So 
I think we should pursue the GATT vigor- 
ously. I think it’s in the interest of the Amer- 
ican working people. I hope it will prevail. 

As to these other issues, again I will say 
there are a lot of areas where we can work 
together with the Republicans. We can finish 
the battle that this administration began with 
the last Congress to change what I would 
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call “yesterday's Government.” We have 
begun the downsizing of the Government, 
we have begun the deregulation that we need 
to do. We know there is much more that can 
be done. 

We still have an enormous amount to do 
in the area of political reform that surely we 
can agree on: the line-item veto, campaign 
finance reform, lobby reform, applying the 
laws to Congress that they apply to the pri- 
vate sector, ‘the Kempthorne- Glenn bill on 
mandates, which I strongly endorsed and 
worked on, which was caught up in all the 
delays in the last session, to reduce mandates 
on State governments, giving the States and 
localities more flexibility in many areas, a lot 
of the things we can work on. 

I do not believe the American people want 
the next Congress to repeal the things which 
benefited ordinary Americans. I don’t think 
they want to repeal family leave or the Brady 


bill or the assault weapons ban or any of 


those substantive achievements, and I will re- 
sist that. 

Q. Are you surprised at the vengeful atti- 
tude? 

President Clinton. Well, let me say, you 
characterize it in that way. I can only tell 
you that my job is to stand up for the interests 
of ordinary Americans; that’s what I will do. 
I will do my very best to work with them, 
where we can work together. There are op- 
portunities in the area of governmental re- 
form where their contract and their agenda 
overlaps with mine. I will do my best to resist 
exploding the Government deficit, sinking 
the economic recovery, or repealing the gains 
that working people made in the last session 
of Congress. 


Ukraine-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, you said that you have 
made another step in the development of re- 
lations. What would be the realization of that 
step? How do you visualize it? And is there 
long-term perspective in the nuclear disar- 
mament, that the United States can help 
Ukraine? 

President Kuchma. |'m very glad that you 
are asking about the future, but I would like 
the current agreements between Ukraine 
and the United States be realized, 
all. Then we will think about the future in 


first of 
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long perspective. Currently, we have agreed 
on some things which provide very long- 
standing perspective for—[inaudible]. 

President Clinton. If I could just answer 
that question briefly, it is a measure of the 
importance that we attach to Ukraine and 
to its impact on the entire future of Europe 
well into the next century that in this 2-year 
period, a very difficult budget situation in 
America, where we are trying to bring our 
deficit down and where we are cutting overall 
spending, Ukraine is the fourth largest recipi- 
ent of American foreign assistance in the en- 
tire world because we think it is so important 
to complete the work of denuclearization, 
but also because we think your long-term 
economic development, your commitment to 
democracy and to an open economy is so im- 
portant that we want to be there over the 
long run. 

So, I agree with the President. We have 
to do what we are already agreeing to do. 
But there will be much more in the years 
ahead. As your country continues to grow and 
flourish, there will be much more. 


Federal Budget and Prayer in Schools 


Q. Mr. President, there seems to be still 
some confusion over your position on the 
constitutional amendment involving prayer in 
public schools. And today there’s some con- 
fusion resulting from Secretary Reich’s com- 
ments, a proposal that he floated that $111 
billion could be cut in subsidies for big cor- 
porations, as part of your new budget, over 
5 years. Your Commerce Secretary says he 
doesn’t know anything about that. What ex- 
actly is your position on that proposal and 
on prayer in public schools? 

President Clinton. Let me answer the 
second question first, because I think we can 
dispose of it rather quickly. I have not re- 
viewed the specifics of Secretary Reich’s pro- 
posal. As I understand it, he was speaking 
to the Democratic Leadership Council group 
today, and they have what they call a cut and 
invest theory which calls for a complex of 
further budget cuts, phasing out various tax 
subsidies and then using that money to fi- 
nance the middle class tax cut as well as fur- 
ther investments in education. Conceptually, 
it’s an attractive idea. I have to have time 
to review the details in the context of our 
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budget. I have made absolutely no decision 
about any of the specifics in Secretary Reich’s 
proposal. 

Now, with regard to the school prayer 
amendment, let me make a few general com- 
ments, first of all. 1 want to make it absolutely 
clear that this is not a political issue with me; 
it never has been, and it never will be. Sec- 
ondly, I have a very long record on this issue. 
I have been coming to grips with it for at 
least a decade. 

The comments I made in Indonesia, I’m 
afraid—and those of you who were there 
with me know we had been on a rather rigor- 
ous trip schedule for the last few weeks— 
may have been overread. I made a general- 
ized commitment after the election in the 
press conference that I had, and also to all 
of our people, that we would read and review 
or listen to any proposals the Republicans 
might have before condemning them. We 
ought to at least listen, and we ought to look 
for ways to work together. 

My position on the prayer issue is, I have 
always supported a moment of silence. When 
I was a Governor, I supported the moment 
of silence legislation. I do not believe that 
we should have a constitutional amendment 
to carve out and legalize teacher- or student- 
led prayer in the classroom. I think that that 
is inherently coercive in a nation with the 
amount of religious diversity we have in this 
country. I think that would be an error. 

As I understand it, that is what is being 
proposed by the Republican Congressman 
from Oklahoma, and I would be opposed to 
that. I don’t believe that—I think the very 
nature of the circumstances mean that, for 
large numbers of our children, it could not 
be truly voluntary, and I would oppose it. 


NoTE: The President’s 82d news conference 
began at 4:56 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old Execu- 
tive Office Building. President Kuchma spoke in 
Ukrainian and his remarks were translated by an 
interpreter. 
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Joint Summit Statement by the 
Presidents of the United States and 
Ukraine 


November 22, 1994 


On the occasion of his State visit to the 
United States on November 21-23, 1994, 
Leonid D. Kuchma, President of Ukraine, 
met with William J. Clinton, President of the 
United States, to open a qualitatively new 
stage in the growing U.S.-Ukrainian partner- 
ship aimed at furthering bilateral and multi- 
lateral cooperation on a broad range of issues 
between the two countries. 

The Presidents renewed their shared com- 
mitment to broaden the bilateral democratic 
partnership into which the two countries 
have entered. President Clinton underscored 
the importance the United States attaches to 
the independence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine. In this context, Presi- 
dent Clinton assured President Kuchma that 
the United States will continue to give high 
priority to supporting Ukraine in its efforts 
to achieve genuine economic independence, 
its transition to a market economy and its 
integration into the global economic system. 


Bilateral Relations 


In keeping with their commitment to 
strengthen bilateral relations, President Clin- 
ton and President Kuchma signed the Char- 
ter of American-Ukrainian Partnership, 
Friendship and Cooperation. The Presidents 
praised the Charter as the framework for de- 
veloping closer relations over the coming 
years. President Clinton noted in particular 
Ukraine’s valuable contribution to this new 
framework by its momentous decision to ac- 
cede to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea- 
ty, which is an historic step forward on the 
road toward strengthening the international 
nuclear weapons nonproliferation regime 
and global security and stability. 

The Presidents inaugurated this new 
framework of bilateral relations by signing an 
Agreement on Cooperation in the Explo- 
ration and Use of Outer Space for Peaceful 
Purposes and agreed to work closely to ex- 
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plore additional bilateral cooperative space- 
related opportunities in the future. They 
noted that this process had begun with a 
U.S.-Ukraine discussion of Ukraine’s interest 
in the commercial launch market. 

Both Presidents expressed their deter- 
mination to broaden bilateral cooperation in 
a range of new areas. During the visit, the 
two governments brought into force a bilat- 
eral customs cooperation agreement and an- 
nounced their intention to conclude negotia- 
tions on a bilateral civil aviation agreement. 
The Presidents recognized the threat that or- 
ganized crime and corruption pose for re- 
form and expanded business activity in 
Ukraine, and they agreed to cooperate in 
combating crime and promoting the rule of 
law as an essential safeguard of social stability 
and civil and human rights. The Presidents 
will encourage exchanges among Ukrainians 
and Americans in the fields of science, tech- 
nology and education. The Presidents, noting 
the valuable role of culture in bringing na- 
tions closer together, voiced support for 
wide-ranging cultural contacts between the 
United States and Ukraine. Both Presidents 
also recognized the importance of health care 
for the well-being of their people, and Presi- 
dent Clinton announced that the United 
States would provide Ukraine hospital equip- 
ment, medical supplies and assistance with 
health programs. 

The Presidents intend to maintain fre- 
quent high-level bilateral contacts to assure 
timely and effective implementation of activi- 
ties. President Kuchma invited President 
Clinton to make an official return visit to 
Ukraine at the earliest convenient oppor- 
tunity. President Clinton accepted this invita- 
tion with pleasure. 


Economic Cooperation 

The Presidents agreed that market-ori- 
ented economic reform provides the surest 
path to Ukraine’s economic revival and its 
integration into the world economy. Presi- 
dent Clinton reaffirmed full U.S. support for 
the reform policies recently adopted by 
President Kuchma’s government and its con- 
clusion of an IMF Systemic Transformation 
Facility program. President Kuchma outlined 
plans for accelerating the process of eco- 
nomic reform. These plans include intensify- 


ing structural reform efforts to encourage 
competition through enhanced macro- 
economic stabilization and increased privat- 
ization. President Clinton commended Presi- 
dent Kuchma for his leadership on economic 
reform and encouraged him to work toward 
early completion of negotiations with the 
IMF on a stand-by program. He stressed the 
importance of Ukraine’s reform measures 
and the United States’ readiness to support 
Ukraine in their implementation. 

President Clinton announced that the 
United States would provide $200 million in 
new assistance to Ukraine in Fiscal Year 
1995. Of this amount, $103 million will fi- 
nance technical and economic assistance ac- 
tivities. The remaining $97 million will pro- 
vide balance of payments support, consisting 
of $72 million in an energy sector grant and 
$25 million in USDA concessional food cred- 
its, as provided in agreements signed by the 
two Governments during the State visit. 
When combined with $3 million of pharma- 
ceuticals and other commodities from Fiscal 
Year 1994, the United States will provide 
$100 million in balance of payments support 
in the next few months to reinforce Ukraine’s 
IMF program. 

This United States economic support is in 
recognition of Ukraine’s major initiative to 
launch a comprehensive economic reform 
program. This support is in addition to the 
$350 million in economic assistance commit- 
ted to Ukraine in March 1994, the major part 
of which will take effect once reforms have 
begun. The Presidents reviewed the progress 
made in the implementation of economic as- 
sistance programs for Ukraine and agreed to 
work together to accelerate delivery and en- 
sure the full disbursement of all current and 
previous commitments, as well as the effec- 
tiveness of these programs. 

President Kuchma expressed appreciation 
for United States leadership in mobilizing 
international support for Ukraine, particu- 
larly the prompt United States response to 
the Ukrainian request for balance of pay- 
ments support. Looking to the future, Presi- 
dent Clinton reaffirmed United States com- 
mitments made at the Washington donor ses- 
sion and the Winnipeg G—7 conference in 
October and his intention to continue the 
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United States’ leading role in encouraging 
international support for Ukrainian reform. 

The Presidents recognized the important 
contribution the private sector can make to 
Ukraine’s economic prosperity through ex- 
panded trade and investment. President 
Clinton welcomed Ukraine’s ratification of 
the bilateral investment treaty and noted that 
the Western NIS Enterprise Fund has now 
opened its offices in Kiev. President Kuchma 
expressed the hope that the U.S. Senate 
would ratify the treaty at an early date. The 
leaders emphasized the importance of privat- 
ization if expanded cooperation between 
American enterprises and an emerging pri- 
vate sector in Ukraine is to begin in earnest. 

On November 21 President Kuchma and 
members of his government participated in 
an OPIC-sponsored business conference 
which reviewed investment opportunities in 
Ukraine. Both Presidents agreed that there 
was enormous potential for private sector co- 
operation in developing key sectors of the 
Ukrainian economy. They specified, in par- 
ticular, agriculture and food processing; 
pharmaceuticals and medical equipment; en- 
ergy, including fossil and environmentally 
sound and safe nuclear power; aerospace, 
consistent with international obligations; civil 
aviation; telecommunications; environment 
and defense conversion. 

The two leaders noted that the first session 
of the Joint U.S.-Ukrainian Commission on 
Trade and Investment is meeting during the 
State visit to discuss ways of promoting busi- 
ness cooperation and removing barriers to 
expanded trade and increased investment in 
Ukraine. The Commission is discussing the 
tax, legal and regulatory changes that 
Ukraine will need to adopt to support private 
business activity. President Clinton recog- 
nized the special circumstances facing econo- 
mies in transition, such as Ukraine’s, which 
seek to expand export markets, and offered 
to consult with the U.S. Congress on appro- 
priate ways of reflecting this in U.S. trade 
legislation. The Presidents noted that ex- 
panded trade will be critical to the success 
of Ukrainian economic reform and agreed to 
make the expansion of trade and investment 
a priority in their economic cooperation ef- 
forts. 
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The Presidents also agreed to work toward 
expanding economic cooperation within a 
multilateral framework and to promote 
Ukraine’s integration into the global econ- 
omy. President Clinton reaffirmed the Unit- 
ed States’ support for Ukraine’s accession to 
the GATT/WTO, and noted that the United 
States is providing assistance to the Ukrain- 
ian government to support this process. The 
United States is also chairing the working 
group in Geneva overseeing Ukraine’s acces- 
sion. 

The Presidents noted that the resolution 
of Ukraine’s energy problems would have an 
important and positive impact on Ukraine’s 
economic recovery. President Kuchma wel- 
comed the United States’ decision to provide 
part of its special balance of payments assist- 
ance in the form of an energy sector grant. 
Both leaders reviewed the progress that has 
been made in implementing cooperative pro- 
grams aimed at the restructuring and reform- 
ing of Ukraine’s energy sector and improving 
nuclear reactor safety. President Kuchma in- 
formed President Clinton of the recent 
agreement Ukraine reached with IAEA on 
the application of IAEA safeguards to all nu- 
clear materials, except those for nuclear pro- 
pulsion, utilized in Ukraine. 

The Presidents agreed to continue to work 
together for the full implementation of the 
G-7 Naples Action Plan, and recognized that 
this will require G—7 cooperation and assist- 
ance. President Clinton drew attention to the 
significant resource commitments made at 
Naples, Corfu and Winnipeg and to the im- 
portance of receiving early assurances that 
the Chornobyl reactors would be shut down 
in accordance with the G—7 Action Plan. 
President Kuchma assured President Clinton 
that Ukraine takes seriously the international 
community’s concerns about the continued 
operation of the Chornobyl nuclear power 
plant. He expressed Ukraine’s readiness to 
work with the G—7 nations in the implemen- 
tation of the Naples Action Plan, noting that 
its successful implementation is connected 
with a series of measures, including prepar- 
ing the closure of the nuclear reactors, mini- 
mizing the social impact on the plant’s per- 
sonnel, and ensuring that sufficient economi- 
cally-priced electricity is available to meet 
Ukraine’s domestic needs. He also stressed 
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the importance that Ukraine places on im- 
proving the stability of the shelter installed 
over the damaged reactor. Both Presidents 
agreed on the need for further close, work 
in the G—7/Ukraine Task Force to ensure the 
future closure of Chornobyl, as envisioned 
in the G~7 Action Plan, as an integral part 
of a comprehensive solution to Ukraine’s en- 


ergy problems. 
Defense and Security 


The Presidents expressed satisfaction with 
the accomplishments and pace of implemen- 
tation of the January 14 Trilateral Statement 
signed by the Presidents of the United States, 
Ukraine, and the Russian Federation. In ad- 
dition, they renewed their commitment to 
international efforts to reduce sharply the 
threat and proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

President Clinton congratulated Ukraine 
on its decision to accede to the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
and the historic renunciation of nuclear 
weapons which it represents and reaffirmed 
the U.S. commitment to provide security as- 
surances to Ukraine in connection with its 
accession to the NPT by signing a Memoran- 
dum on Security Assurances on the margins 
of the Budapest CSCE Summit. 

The Presidents look forward to early entry 
into force of the START-I treaty and agreed 
that the Lisbon Protocol Signatories should 
exchange instruments of ratification on the 
margins of the Budapest CSCE Summit. 
Both Presidents reiterated their views that 
the START-I treaty would not only serve the 
mutual interests of both countries, but also 
would serve to strengthen global peace and 
stability. 

Both Presidents agreed to work closely to 
ensure the timely implementation of Nunn- 
Lugar programs intended to facilitate the dis- 
mantlement of strategic offensive arms and 
the security of nuclear weapons, achieve our 
joint non-proliferation objectives, and help in 
the conversion of Ukraine’s defense indus- 
tries. The Presidents agreed on the impor- 
tance of identifying as soon as possible pro- 
grams of assistance under the Nunn-Lugar 
program, using the $75 million allocated to 
Ukraine out of Fiscal Year 1995 Nunn-Lugar 
funds. Both acknowledged the progress that 
had been made to date, noting in particular 
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the utility of U.S. deactivation assistance, 
procurement of missile fuel storage tanks and 
the imminent completion of a U.S.-Ukraine 
communications link. The Presidents also 
recognized the significant contribution of the 
fourteen Western countries and the Euro- 
pean Union in providing $234 million of dis- 
mantlement and _ related assistance for 
Ukraine. 

The Presidents discussed the evolving Eu- 
ropean security structure. They agreed that 
this process should be managed in a manner 
that strengthens the stability and security of 
all nations of Europe. As a tangible example 
of Ukraine’s overall importance in European 
security and the U.S. commitment to ex- 
panded Ukrainian cooperation with NATO, 
President Clinton announced that the United 
States would make funds available to Ukraine 
under the Warsaw Initiative to support 
Ukrainian participation in the Partnership for 
Peace. The funds will contribute to Ukraine’s 
ability to promote the objectives of the Part- 
nership. 

The two leaders announced that the two 
countries had agreed to move forward with 
a $600,000 International Military Training 
and Education Program to assist in the pro- 
fessional development of Ukraine’s armed 
forces. The Presidents also pledged to con- 
tinue to expand military and defense contact 
programs designed to assist Ukraine in the 
restructuring of its defense establishment 
which is now under civilian leadership for 
the first time. In addition, the sides an- 
nounced that Ukraine will host a U.S.- 
Ukraine combined peacekeeping training ex- 
ercise late next spring. In the area of defense 
industry conversion, President Clinton in- 
formed President Kuchma that the United 
States would continue to provide assistance 
to U.S.-Ukraine joint ventures and would 
seek new partners for the important work of 
defense conversion. 

The Presidents noted the importance of 
proceeding with defense industry conversion 
priorities and the need to expand opportuni- 
ties for trade and investment in high tech- 
nology industries. They also underscored the 
importance of the bilateral U.S.-Ukraine 
Memorandum of Understanding on the 
Transfer of Missile Equipment and Tech- 
nology signed last May 13. The Presidents 
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also recognized the importance of broader 
international cooperation in ensuring reliable 
control over exports of sensitive materials 
and technology. President Clinton expressed 
the hope that Ukraine would become a mem- 
ber of the MTCR at an early date and reiter- 
ated that the U.S. would support Ukraine in 
achieving this goal. They agreed to work to- 
gether toward Ukraine’s full participation in 
a successor regime to COCOM. President 
Clinton was pleased to note that a Science 
and Technology Center, funded by the Unit- 
ed States and other donors, will soon begin 
operations in Ukraine and that this would as- 
sist Ukraine in redirecting the work of former 
defense scientists and engineers to civilian 


purposes. 
Diplomatic Endeavors 


Consistent with the new stage of bilateral 
relations, the Presidents also underscored the 
importance of ensuring that the diplomatic 
missions of both countries be fully capable 
of conducting their operations without hin- 
drance. With this in mind, the Presidents an- 


nounced the exchange of diplomatic notes to 
lift employment restrictions on diplomatic 
personnel and their families. President Clin- 
ton also used this occasion to welcome 
Ukraine’s newly appointed Ambassador to 
the United States, Yuriy Shcherbak, to Wash- 
ington, D.C. 


Joint Statement on Future Aerospace 
Cooperation Between the Unite 
States and Ukraine 

November 22, 1994 


President Clinton and President Kuchma 
underscored the important role that coopera- 
tion in civil and commercial aerospace activi- 
ties can play in furthering scientific, technical 
and economic ties between the United States 
and Ukraine. As a first significant step in this 
cooperation, the two Presidents signed an 
agreement on cooperation in the exploration 
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes 
that will expand joint efforts in space com- 
munications, space technology, life and 
microgravity sciences applications, remote 
sensing and earth sciences, space sciences 
and telecommunications 

The two Presidents agreed that future 
joint activities should be explored. Both 
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Presidents recognized that the Ukrainian 
aerospace industry can make a valuable con- 
tribution to Ukraine’s economic reform and 
development as it undertakes the transition 
to a market economy. They resolved to work 
together to open prospects for Ukrainian ac- 
cess to international aerospace markets. Not- 
ing that a preliminary dialogue addressing 
the potential for commercial space opportu- 
nities between the United States and Ukraine 
had already begun, they agreed to hold fur- 
ther talks on commercial launches and the 
scope of these activities, in accordance with 
market principles, with the principles con- 
tained in international arrangements for inte- 
grating economies in transition into the inter- 
national space launch market, and consistent 
with current obligations of the two countries. 

President Clinton and President Kuchma 
also directed the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration and the Ukrainian Na- 
tional Space Agency to identify potential ex- 
periments and payloads which could qualify 
for flight on the Space Shuttle and also to 
create an opportunity for a Ukrainian Pay- 
load Specialist to fly on the Space Shuttle. 
Both agencies will jointly report their rec- 
ommendations for such a mission by March 
31, 1995. 


Executive Order 12939—Expedited 
Naturalization of Aliens and 
Noncitizen Nationals Who Served in 
an Active-Duty Status During the 
Persian Gulf Conflict 


November 22, 1994 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including section 1440 
of title 8, United States Code, and in order 
to provide expedited naturalization for aliens 
and noncitizen nationals who served in an 
active-duty status in the Armed Forces of the 
United States during the period of the Per- 
sian Gulf Conflict, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 

For the purpose of determining qualifica- 
tion for the exception from the usual require- 
ments for naturalization, the period of Per- 
sian Gulf Conflict military operations in 
which the Armed Forces of the United States 
were engaged in armed conflict with a hostile 
force commenced on August 2, 1990, and 
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terminated on April 11, 1991. Those persons 
serving honorably in active-duty status in the 
Armed Forces of the United States during 
this period are eligible for naturalization in 
accordance with the statutory exception to 
the naturalization requirements, as provided 
in section 1440(b) of title 8, United States 
Code. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
November 22, 1994. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:42 a.m., November 28, 1994] 


NOTE: This Executive order will be published in 
the Federal Register on November 29. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Bosnia 


November 22, 1994 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I last reported to the Congress on August 
22, 1994, on our support for the United Na- 
tions and North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion’s (NATO) efforts to achieve peace and 
security in Bosnia-Herzegovina. I am inform- 
ing you today of recent developments in 
these efforts, including the use of U.S. com- 
bat aircraft on November 21, 1994, to attack 
airfields and related facilities in Serb-held 
Croatian territory used by Serb forces to 
launch air strikes against the town of Bihac 
in Bosnia- Herzegovina. 

Since the adoption of United Nations Se- 
curity Council Resolution (UNSCR) 713 on 
September 25, 1991, the United Nations has 
actively sought solutions to the humanitarian 
and ethnic crisis in the former Yugoslavia. 
Under UNSCRs 824 (May 6, 1993) and 836 
(June 4, 1993) certain portions of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina have been established as safe 
areas, including the town of Bihac. Member 
states, acting nationally or through regional 
organizations, have been authorized to use 
all necessary measures, through the use of 
air power, in and around the safe areas, to 
support the United Nations Protection 
Forces (UNPROFOR) in the performance of 
its mandate. 

The air strikes conducted on November 
21, 1994, were in response to Serb air strikes 
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launched November 18 and 19, 1994, from 
Udbina airfield in the Krajina region of Cro- 
atia against the town of Bihac and other areas 
of northwest Bosnia. The United Nations has 
informed us that the Serbs dropped napalm 
and cluster munitions during their attack on 
November 18 in Bihac, placing approxi- 
mately 1,200 UNPROFOR troops deployed 
in Bihac in jeopardy. We are further in- 
formed that the Serb attack on November 
19 was against the town of Cazin, about 10 
miles north of Bihac, causing between 9 and 
15 civilian casualties. 

In response to the Serb attacks, the United 
Nations Security Council unanimously 
adopted UNSCR 958 on November 19, 1994, 
expressly deciding that the authorizations in 
previous resolutions also applied in the Re- 
public of Croatia. Meeting the same day, the 
North Atlantic Council agreed to respond 
positively to UNSCR 958 and authorized the 
Commander in Chief, NATO Allied Forces 
Southern Europe (CINCSOUTH), in ac- 
cordance with existing procedures, to con- 
duct air strikes in response to attacks on or 
that threaten the U.N. safe areas in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina launched from U.N. protected 
areas of Croatia. 

The NATO strikes launched on November 
21, 1994, included 39 aircraft from the Neth- 
erlands, France, United Kingdom, NATO, 
and the United States. The aircraft struck tar- 
gets at Udbina airfield, including runways, 
taxiways, radars, and air defenses located at 
the airfield. No aircraft were lost or damaged 
in conducting the attacks. Initial battle dam- 
age assessments indicate that runways and 
taxiways were cratered and that an air de- 
fense radar was destroyed. 

I authorized these actions in conjunction 
with our NATO allies in order to carry out 
the U.N. and NATO decisions of November 
19 and to answer UNPROFOR’s request for 
assistance. As I have indicated in the past, 
our efforts in the former Yugoslavia are in- 
tended to assist the parties to reach a nego- 
tiated settlement to the conflict. I have di- 
rected the participation by U.S. Armed 
Forces in this effort pursuant to my constitu- 
tional authority to conduct the foreign rela- 
tions of the United States and as Commander 
in Chief and Chief Executive. 
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I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed, 
consistent with the War Powers Resolution. 
I am grateful for the continuing support that 
the Congress has provided, and I look for- 
ward to continued cooperation with you in 
this endeavor. I shall communicate with you 
further regarding our efforts for peace and 
stability in the former Yugoslavia. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Clinton 


NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S. 
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This 
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary on November 23. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters at the Thanksgiving 
Turkey Presentation Ceremony 
Novembe or 23, 1994 


The President. Well, good morning. 
Audience members. Good morning! 
The President. It's nice to see all of you 


here. I want to especially welcome the fifth 
graders from Murch Elementary School. I’m 
glad you’re here and hope you're having a 
good time. And I’m glad the Sun is shining 
down at least on some of you. I want to thank 
Larry Fanella, the chairman of the National 
Turkey Federation, and say a special word 
of thanks to Robert Strickler and to Shawn 
Arbogast, the 10-year-old boy who raised this 
year’s turkey in Dayton, Virginia. Let’s give 
him a hand. [Applause] 

Tomorrow we'll all celebrate Thanks- 
giving. It’s an opportunity and a responsibil- 
ity for all of us to give thanks for our many 
blessings in this life, to appreciate the good 
things we have in this country, and to think 
about those who still live among our ranks 
who don’t have the things that many of us 
take for g granted. In a few hours, Hillary and 
I will visit “So Others Might Eat,” a local 
soup kitchen, to help prepare Thanksgiving 
dinner for some of Washington’s less fortu- 
nate families. I think that this is an important 
time for all of us to think about the larger 
American community of which we are a part. 

The very presence of these children 8 
schools and the different walks of life and 
backgrounds from which they come reminds 
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us that this has always been a country of great 
diversity, and the great strength of America 
is that we offer an opportunity for all dif- 
ferent kinds of people to live up to the fullest 
of their God-given capacities. We can only 
do that if we’re committed to creating a 
stronger and better American community 
every day. That is the commitment of our 
administration. That is the commitment of 
the public education movement in this coun- 
try. That is the commitment of everybody de- 
voted to the idea that every child can learn 
and that we can all do better if we work to- 
gether. 

So I would like to leave you with that 
thought on this Thanksgiving. And now I 
want to accept the turkey, and a lot of you 
know this already, but this will be the second 
official Presidential pardon of my administra- 
tion. I granted one to a turkey last year. Un- 
like the 45 million American turkeys who will 
make the supreme sacrifice this Thanksgiving 
for the rest of us, this turkey will retire to 
Kidwell Farms, a replica of the 1930's work- 
ing farm in Frying Pan Park in northern Vir- 
ginia. So I’m glad I can make at least one 
turkey happy this year. [Laughter] 

Thank you very much. 

Are we going to let the kids come up and 
see the turkey? 

Q. Mr. President, what do you have to be 
thankful for this year? 

The President. A lot, but let me just— 
I'll mention two things. One is there’s more 
than 5 million Americans more who have 
jobs, and who therefore can afford to have 
Thanksgiving, this Thanksgiving than there 
were two Thanksgivings ago, right after I was 
elected. And I’m very thankful for that. And 
I’m very thankful for the opportunity that my 
family and I have been given to get up here 
every day and work on the problems and the 
opportunities of this country. Those are the 
two things that I feel very grateful for. 

Q. When are you going to Camp David? 

The President. When am I going? To- 
night when Chelsea gets home from her ac- 
tivities. We're going up late tonight. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Robert Strickler, assistant to the 
general manager, Rocco Turkeys, Inc. 
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Remarks on the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade 


November 23, 1994 


Good morning. Today we have moved one 
step closer toward gaining broad bipartisan 
support for GATT. I'm pleased to announce 
that an understanding has been reached with 
Dole 
sovereignty and to make sure that the reaffir- 
mation will be protected in the GATT proc- 
WTO will be ac- 
countable and fair and will meet our expecta- 
fhions 

The l 
comprehensive trade agreement in world his- 
tory. It 


high-paying American jobs. It slashes tariffs 


senator! to reaffirm our United States 


ess. That means that the 


ruguay round is the largest, most 


creates hundreds of 


on manufactured and agricultural goods. It 
protects intellectual property. It’s the largest 
international tax cut in history Most impor- 
tantly, this agreement requires all trading na- 
tions to play by the same rules. And since 
the United States has the most productive 
and competitive economy in the world, that 
is good news for our workers and our future. 

For the past 50 years, our country has led 
the world to create a more open and a more 
A bipartisan 
vote in support of the Uruguay round next 
week will ensure that we will lead the world 


' Tr -ading vas 
prosperous trading economy 


for decades to come. 

I want to express my deep thanks to Sen- 
ator Dole, to Senator Packwood, Senator 
Moynihan who are here and ask them to 
speak. I thank Ambassador Kantor for his he- 
roic work in this endeavor and the Secretary 
of State for what they have done. The Sec- 
retary of State and the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury and I are going to have to excuse our- 
selves to go meet with the Mexican Presi- 
dent-elect, President Zedillo. 

I also want to make a brief announcement 
today. As part of our ongoing nonprolifera- 
tion efforts, Kazakhstan has delivered into 


our security nuclear materials capable of 


making some 20 nuclear weapons. That 
means that one more threat of nuclear terror- 
ism and proliferation has been removed from 
the world. Today—this is a good day—we 
are making progress toward making our peo- 
ple more secure and more prosperous. 


thousands of 
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Again, let me say how excited I am about 
the prospect of the GATT round passing the 
Congress and to express my appreciation to 
Senator Dole for the very constructive work- 
ing relationship that we have had. I'd like 
now to excuse the Secretary of State and Sec- 
retary of Treasury, and ask the others who 
are here to make some comments, beginning 
with Senator Dole. 


Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. : 





November 17 ! 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Stanley M. Fisher to the Federal 
Service Impasses Panel. 


November 19 

In the evening, the President and Hillary 
Clinton departed from Honolulu, HI, for 
Washington, DC. 
November 20 

In the early morning, the President and 
Hillary Clinton arrived in Washington, DC. 


November 21 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robert Talcott Francis II as a 
member of the National Transportation Safe- 
ty Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint James Lents to the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Mickey Leland National Urban 
Air Toxics Research Center. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Morton Bahr as a member of the 
National Commission for Employment Pol- 


icy. 


| This item was not received in time for publica- 
tion in the appropriate issue. 
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November 22 

In the evening, the President and Hillary 
Clinton hosted a state dinner for President 
Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine and Mrs. 
Kuchma at the White House. 


November 23 

In the afternoon, the President had a 
working lunch with President-elect Ermesto 
Zedillo of Mexico. Following the lunch, the 
President and Hillary Clinton helped to serve 
a Thanksgiving meal to the homeless at So 
Others Might Eat. 

In the evening, the President and Hillary 
and Chelsea Clinton went to Camp David, 
MD, for the Thanksgiving holiday. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released November 19 


Transcript of a radio address by the Vice 
President 


Released November 21 


Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers on National Security Adviser Anthony 
Lake’s meeting with Jennifer Harbury on the 
disappearance of her Guatemalan husband, 
Efrain Bamaca 


Released November 22 


Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers on elections in Mozambique 


A Charter for American-Ukrainian Partner- 
ship, Friendship, and Cooperation 


Joint statement by the United States and 
Ukraine on expansion of trade and invest- 
ment 
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Joint statement by the United States and 
Ukraine on encouraging academic and pro- 
fessional exchanges and contacts 


Joint statement by the United States and 
Ukraine on cooperation in promoting the 
rule of law and combating crime 


Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers on U.S.-Ukraine defense and military 
relations 


Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers on U.S.-Ukraine trade and investment 


Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers on the action plan for Chernobyl shut- 
down and energy sector reform 


Summary of discussion of the energy sector 


Fact sheet on the Western NIS Enterprise 
Fund 


Fact sheet on the bilateral civil space agree- 
ment 


Fact sheet on U.S. bilateral assistance to 
Ukraine 


Fact sheet on Nunn-Lugar assistance to 
Ukraine 


Announcement of nomination for a U.S. 
Marshal for the District of Maryland 


Released November 23 


Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers on the President’s meeting with Presi- 
dent-elect Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico 


Joint statement by the United States and 
Kazakhstan on the transfer of uranium 


Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers on the Kazakhstan-U.S. announce- 
ment of transfer of vulnerable nuclear mate- 
rials to safe storage 


Fact sheet on transfer of nuclear materials 
from Kazakhstan 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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Trade with U.S.—2248 
Special Counsel, Office of —2202 
Sports 
Basketball—2280 
Boxing—2322 
State and local governments 
See also specific State or subject 
Federal mandates—1946, 1956 
State, Department of 
Ambassador at Large—2067, 2100 
Economic and Business Affairs, Bureau of— 
1933 
Legal Adviser—1933 
Secretary—1922, 2055, 2153-2155, 
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nesses—2250 
Secretary—2250, 2305 
Veterans Health Administration—2250 
Veterans, benefits—2153, 2250, 2367, 2369 
Veterans Day—2171, 2366, 2368 


A-9 


Veterans Health Administration. See Veterans 
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